A New Chapter of International Cooperation: Youth Visit from Kirn to ALO PB
From May 17 to 22, 2026, the Academic High School of the Bialystok University of Technology (ALO PB) became a hub for Polish-German scientific and cultural integration. This marked the first, historic visit of youth from the partner school Realschule plus from Kirn to Bialystok.
It all began in 2024 with the initial contact established between Mr. Artur Kuźmicz and Ms. Julia Beck. After two years of intensive preparation, conceptual work, and organization, this vision became a reality. A group from Germany arrived in Bialystok under the supervision of Julia Beck and Philip Gehres, opening a new chapter in the relations between both institutions.
Science, Passion, and Diplomacy
The program of this dynamic visit combined advanced education with diplomacy at the highest level. The official tone and importance of the event were underscored by prestigious meetings. The delegation was received by the Vice-Rector of the Bialystok University of Technology, the Marshal of the Podlaskie Voivodeship, the Mayor of the City of Bialystok, and the Mayor of the Town of Tykocin.
However, the main pillar of the project was science. Under the banner of partnership and cooperation, students conducted intensive laboratory research, exploring the research potential of the Bialystok University of Technology [STEM]. The youth had the opportunity to take a close look at modern technologies and the achievements of student scientific circles at the Faculty of Civil Engineering and Environmental Sciences (WBiNŚ) and the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering (WM) of PB.
Cooperation and Understanding
Joint experiments, breaking down language barriers, and exchanging experiences demonstrated that science and shared passions know no borders.
Podlaskie Impressions: Culture, History, and Nature
Alongside scientific challenges, exploring the country, its culture, and building lasting friendships formed an incredibly important element. The guests from Germany and the students of ALO PB participated in a rich regional program:
· In the Footsteps of History and Tradition: Sightseeing in multicultural Bialystok, charming Tykocin, and picturesque Supraśl allowed the youth to gain deep insight into the history, religion, and unique cuisine of the Podlasie region.
· In the Heart of Nature: A visit to Kopna Góra and a close encounter with European bisons brought the guests closer to the extraordinary natural wealth of our region.
Gratitude to the Creators of Success
The success of such a large-scale enterprise is the result of synergy and the immense commitment of many individuals and institutions.
· We express our gratitude to the Polish-German Youth Cooperation (PNWM) for funding the exchange within the STEM project, as well as to the Management of ALO PB for financial support regarding the German group's stay.
· We thank the Authorities, Staff, and Students of the Faculty of Civil Engineering and the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering of PB, as well as the Foreign Language Centre (SJO PB) and ALO PB for their invaluable assistance in research, presentation of achievements, and warm welcome.
Special recognition is due to the pedagogical team who coordinated the project on-site: Ms. Marzena Smolewska (Chemistry), Ms. Anetta Pogrebniak (IT), and Ms. Barbara Gordon (English translation).
Special Thanks
The greatest thanks are directed to the initiator and organizer of the project – Mr. Artur Kuźmicz, who not only oversaw every organizational detail and ensured professional translations from German, but above all, demonstrated an extraordinary vision.
Thanks to his personal involvement, determination, and passion, Realschule plus from Kirn has already become the fourth school from Germany that Mr. Artur Kuźmicz has engaged in permanent, fruitful cooperation with the Academic High School of PB. This impressive achievement builds a solid foundation for the European education of future generations.
This visit proved that a dynamic partnership, joint research, and openness to others are the keys to true international understanding. See you on the next project paths!
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